Editor’s Note

Vol. 3 No. 2 (2025): Health Communication at the Crossroads of
Technology and Society

The Journal of Medicine, Humanity and Media is honored to present its second issue of 2025,
marking the final collection of exceptional scholarship from the 7th International Conference on
"Medicine, Humanity and Media" (MHM2024). This edition encapsulates the vibrant discourse on
health communication in an era defined by rapid technological advancement and complex societal
challenges, offering a synthesis of empirical rigor, theoretical reflection, and actionable insights.

Navigating Digital Frontiers

This issue brings together a diverse array of studies that interrogate the transformative role of digital
technologies in health communication. Key themes include the ethical dilemmas posed by Al-driven
health chatbots, the global-local dynamics of e-cigarette regulation on platforms like Douyin and
TikTok, and the dual-edged potential of social media in amplifying public health messages while
perpetuating misinformation. Researchers also explore innovative approaches to mental health
interventions, emphasizing the need for culturally responsive strategies in digital spaces where
marginalized populations often navigate invisible barriers.

Technological integration emerges as a recurring motif. One study examines how urban youth
engage in embodied practices of digital health literacy, challenging conventional paradigms of health
education. Another investigates the interplay between media narratives and public perceptions of
chronic diseases, revealing how storytelling shapes collective health consciousness. Together, these
contributions underscore the necessity of grounding technological innovation in ethical frameworks
that prioritize equity and accountability.

Announcing the 8th MHM Conference

As we conclude the MHM2024 scholarly journey, we are excited to announce the 8th International
Conference on "Medicine, Humanity and Media" (MHM2025), hosted by Peking University from July
6 to 11, 2025. Under the theme “Reconstructing Health Communication Knowledge Systems in the
Digital-Intelligent Era”, the conference will confront pressing questions such as:How can generative
Al redefine health communication while addressing ethical pitfalls like algorithmic bias and data
exploitation?What innovative strategies can leverage multimodal technologies for crisis
communication and behavioral interventions?How might interdisciplinary collaboration dismantle
digital divides to foster global health equity?Sub-themes include:

-Health intervention and behavior change in the digital-intelligent era
-Digital-intelligent technologies and multimodal health message design/dissemination
-Public health emergence and digital-intelligent communication

-Case studies on digital divides and health inequalities

-Strategic health advocacy and communication promotion in the digital-intelligent era (e.g., tobacco
control, cerebral stroke, weight management, etc. )



-Theoretical/methodological development and paradigmatic shifts in health communication research
driven by digital-intelligent technologies

-Other related topics

Submissions for individual papers (5,000-8,000 words in Chinese; 3,000-5,000 words in English) and
panel proposals (4—6 papers per panel) are invited by May 15, 2025. Selected contributions will be
published in the Journal of Medicine, Humanity and Media and recommended to leading academic
platforms. For submission guidelines, visit http://mhmjournal.net or contact mhm_office@163.com.

A Catalyst for Change

This issue reaffirms the journal’s mission to bridge academic inquiry and societal impact. From
debunking health misinformation to advocating for stroke prevention strategies, the studies herein
illuminate health communication’s pivotal role as both a scholarly discipline and a driver of public
health transformation.

We extend our deepest gratitude to the authors, peer reviewers, and MHM2024 participants whose
dedication enriches this volume. As we navigate the uncharted waters of the digital-intelligent era,
may these insights inspire bold, ethically grounded innovations in pursuit of a healthier, more
equitable world.
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