Speaking Modernity: From the “Debate between Traditional Chinese Medicine
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Nan Wang
Jing Xu

[Abstract] After the outbreak of COVID-19, the battle between Traditional
Chinese Medicine (TCM) and Western Medicine has once again become one of the
focuses in public opinion. This is not a new debate triggered by the pandemic, but a
game between science and metaphysics, modernity and non-modernity already
triggered by the collision of Eastern and Western civilizations in modern times. This
study takes the “Proposal of Abolishing Traditional Chinese Medicine” in 1929 as a
case study. It applies the research method of critical discourse analysis to examine how
the press of the Republic of China participated in and construct the “debate between
TCM and Western Medicine” and the “debate between science and metaphysics”
through media discourse, so as to speak modernity. It is found that in the period of
Republic of China, there were four forms of discourse debate in public opinion:
abolishing TCM completely, refusing to abolish TCM, following the Western medicine
system to reform TCM, and “Sinicizing” to reform TCM. These media discourse has
become a typical representation of the “metaphysical debate” and reflects the
“Sinicized” modernity construction mode of the Republic of China, which establishes
“the other” to imagine modernity and denies metaphysics and its cultural forms to speak
modernity. In the final analysis, relying on the media of the Republic of China, the
debate of Chinese and Western discourse is actually a debate of science and
metaphysics, which contains the way to imagine and speak modernity. Under the
current context of forging Chinese theory and Chinese discourse, rethinking the theory
and practice of “modernity” in China with specific historical events, is the proper

meaning of outlining Chinese modernization.
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